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SUMMARY

We evaluate the conditions prevalent in Long-Term Care Health Facilities, especially in relation to
oral health care, and the condition of refugees in public refuges and evacuation centers for vulnerable
people immediately after an earthquake that has occurred in Japan on March 11, 2011. Most evacuation

centers for vulnerable people understand the importance of oral health care but it is difficult to perform
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oral health care because of insufficient care workers and lack of water. We propose that continued

professional support starting immediately after the earthquake for evacuation centers for vulnerable

people is important in order to prevent disaster-related pneumonia after earthquakes.

Key words: disaster-related death, pneumonia, pneumonia in disaster, oral care, welfare evacuation

center for vulnerable people
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