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[Abstract]

In this study, we made explicit what characteristics
Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) had in her thoughts
on public health nursing, having carefully analyzed
the three pieces from Nightingale’s literature as a key

clue to appreciate her signature novel notions such as



“community nursing” and “public health nursing”.

The three pieces of Nightingale’s literature we
selected for this study were 1) “ Trained Nursing
for the Sick Poor” (1876) , 2) “Sick-Nursing and
Health-Nursing” (1893) , 3) “Health Teachings
in Towns and Villages” (1894) .

On these texts, we carried out the analyses by
text mining.

In the enormous amount of her literature, Florence
Nightingale advanced many clear innovative views
such as “sick nursing”, the practice of which, she
advocated, must be done in strict line with “real
nursing” as she depicted in Notes on Nursing :What
It Is and What It Is Not (1859) , Notes on Hospitals
(1863) , Notes on Pauperism (1869) , Introductory
Notes on Lying-in Institutions (1871) , and so
forth. In addition to all these, however, Nightingale
gave an eye to the world outside the hospital,
made a much great effort in awaking the public to
the need of the “district nurse (nurses who care
the sick at home) ” and set out to organize their
operational institutions. The unprecedented post
she established was the health missioner, whose
mission was responsible for the public health of
a whole community assigned. In view of diverse
functions of nursing, Nightingale endeavored to
settle the nurse as the leading role in protecting the

health of the public.
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