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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study is to examine the origin of family support in Japan. We focus on the
ideologies and thoughts regarding female workers’ problems in the 1920s. It is important to pay
attention to Kawata Shiro, who was a leading thinker on the subject of the socioeconomic problems of
female workers. Kawata conducted research on the living and working conditions of female workers in
urban areas and proposed new policies to help them. His proposals included a minimum wage system
and the establishment of trade unions for female workers in urban areas. Though his ideas were not

implemented, it is possible to say that historical studies on Kawata's career provide useful suggestions
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about contemporary family support problems.

Key Words : social policy, family support, Kawata Shiro, female worker, children
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