Revealing Focusing Points for Piano Instruction
through Performance-Evaluation Analyses
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Revealing Focusing Points for Piano Instruction through
Performance-Evaluation Analyses

Akiko TOGAWA
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Abstract

To develop an effective piano instruction method, factors that affect the evaluation of piano
performance were quantitively analyzed. Three judges evaluated performances by piano students.
In addition to an overall evaluation (impression), four factors (correctness, rhythm, tempo, and
musical flow) were individually evaluated. The obtained evaluation scores were analyzed with a
multiple regression analysis. The results showed that, of the four individual factors, musical flow
and rhythm had a more significant impact on the overall evaluation. For the group who received
low overall evaluations, rhythm had the most impact on the overall evaluation, and for the group
who received high overall evaluations, musical flow had the most impact on the overall evaluation.
The focusing points for piano instruction were thus shown to be different, depending on students’

learning stages.
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