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How can Health be Globalized?
- An Exchange between Paul Farmer and Laurie Garret over “The Challenge of Global Health” -
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SUMMARY

The following is a Japanese translation of an exchange between the American physician and anthropologist
Paul Farmer and journalist Laurie Garrett over Garrett’s “The Challenge of Global Health”, an article that
appeared in the January/February issues of Foreign Affair. In it Farmer points out that although many of
the criticisms Garrett lays at the feet of recent resurgence in what she describes “stovepipe” funds - funds
earmarked for specific disease, particularly AIDS - in failing to promote general healthcare in the world’s
poorest countries are justified, his own experience with Partners in Health (of which he is a co-founder) in
practicing social medicine at the grassroots in Haiti, Rwanda, and other places demonstrate the possibility
of utilizing these very “stovepipe”, vertical funds for “horizontal”’, more comprehensive healthcare. In
order to actualize such a universal healthcare, which views health as an inalienable human right, he offers a
successfully field-tested alternative model of effective social medicine, in which trained healthcare workers
distribute medication and work with doctors and nurses to integrate treatment with fulfillment of everyday
social needs, such as subsistence and clean environment. Garrett’s reply, while acknowledging Farmer
as one of the “heroes” in the current struggle for global healthcare, notes that she never questioned the
constructive use of funds butthe recent resurgence of funds in the billions of dollars “ought to buy better”
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