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Picture Books in Child Development:
To Fly with the Wings of Imagination

Satomi WAKIMOTO

SUMMARY

This paper argues what those who concern children should know about picture books. Reading
books to children gives them joy, and at the same time, it improves their ability for understanding and
communicating. It also enriches their imagination. Moreover, it can be said that picture books can give
children wisdom and strength to live by showing them that the world to which they belong is a beautiful
place. From this viewpoint, offering children good books is our responsibility. So, the paper also
considers what is essential for good books, and how we can cultivate our ability to choose good books for
children. Finally, the paper discusses that screen media, such as TV, videos and computer games, can
deprive children of the joy given by picture books, and points out the harmful influence of screen media
on child development. In the light of that, the paper proposes that we should recognize the harm of

screen media and convey it.
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