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Properties of "furi: behaving /pretending"
and its educational-philosophical significance
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SUMMARY

Japanese word "furi” has double sense: behaving and pretending.

Primitively "furi” meant gesture, motion, attitude and so on, i.e. only behaving, but with the passage
of time has come to include both behaving and pretending.

"Furi" is performance exposed to the eyes of other people, whence its sense of pretending (i.e.
semblance, imitation and so on) probably derived.

However there is no decided boundary between behaving and pretending, but continuous spectrum.
Besides any "furi" always contains double meaning of behaving and pretending.

Because of such subtle properties it is so difficult to deliver and teach "furi" to another. But on the

other hand the idea of "furi" can have effect of some healing and salvation.
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