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Effects of Cooperative Learning in ESP Classrooms

Mayumi YAMASAKI" and Masayo FUKUDA?
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Summary

This paper reports effects of implementing cooperative learning in a course of English for specific
purposes (hereafter, ESP) for first year university dental hygienist students. In the course, the students
voluntarily formed a small group of two to five, and with the purpose of teaching children about oral
health, each group created teaching aids, such as picture-story shows or puppet plays. As a result of
working together, the students' anxieties about learning ESP seemed to be reduced, whereas their
interest and motivation toward output seemed to be increased. In the students’ post-activity reflections,

the students reported feeling a sense of achievement with their fellow group members. Also, the
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interacting with fellow group members and the appreciating of production and performance by other

groups seemed to make the students realize the importance of communication skills. The notion of

audience dawned on the students, which resulted in their efforts to make their English easier and clearer

for small children. Many of the students had difficulties in creating their production in English,

however, and felt frustrated at not being able to express themselves freely. By the end of the group work

every student reported becoming aware of her own problems in English learning, which included a lack

of grammatical knowledge, vocabulary, and/or fluency.
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Kobe Tokiwa Junior College

Oral Health — Presentations

17:00-17:30 Monday, 10th February 2014, Room 1205

1. Let’s Learn About Toothpaste

2. Let’s Chew Well!

3. What Are My Teeth For?

4. First Visit to the Dental Clinic

5. Why Do You Get Cavities?

6. Brush Your Teeth!
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