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The Effect of Training at the Tokiwa Hospital
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Summary

Since 2000, the Medical Technology department has used the spring and summer vacations of

second-year students for five-day practical training sessions at Tokiwa Hospital, a hospital with
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ties to Tokiwa College. With the 2002 term marking the third year of the program, we distributed
a questionnaire for both the spring and summer sessions, investigating the effectiveness of this
program.

Students learned the appropriate attitude to patients as a medical staff member, as well as the
importance of team health care, through a series of observations ranging from an operation to
pathologic diagnosis of tissues, inter-student abdominal ultrasound examinations, inter-student
blood drawing, and the observation of a doctor's physical examination. It was seen that successful
experiences such as these among the students aroused interest in related subjects, and an
additional effect of this training was to increase the smoothness of the subsequent courses contain-
ing blood-drawing practice held in the college. On the other hand, effort to improve the
effectiveness of the practical training sessions is still required in order to deal with the students'
lack of basic knowledge, and lack of interest in medical issues that were revealed in the curr-
ent sessions.

This investigation confirmed that early practical training sessions in Tokiwa Hospital serve the
important functions of both increasing the students' will to study, and educating medical technolog-
ists who accomplish increasingly advanced medical examinations. This training should be continued

as a opportunity for systematic study in the early stage of the Medical Technology department.
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