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In Search of Transfigured Hetton Abbey : The World of
Tony Last in A Handful of Dust

Mayumi YAMASAKI

SUMMARY

Tony Last in A Handful of Dust is a happy domestic man, who has got enough money and
loves his estate. He is kind to his beautiful wife and proud of his son and heir. Hetton Abbey
is where he has grown up and he is hoping that in his son's day his house would recover its
fame.

We gradually get to know, however, that Tony loves Hetton alone and he is playing the role
of Victorian patriarch. His wife Brenda leaves him soon after their only son died in an unfortunate
accident. She understands that to Tony, Hetton comes first and he needs all other things,
including her, to help Hetton prosper.

After his son's death, the world seems to be against Tony. He, therefore, has sailed for
Brazil in search of a City, which he pictures as transfigured Hetton in his mind. Instead of
arriving in the City, Tony is captured and made prisoner by illiterate Mr Todd who loves Dickens.
Every day Tony has to read aloud Dickens's works for him and there is no hope to go back to
Hetton. It is a kind of punishment for his selfish love for Hetton and himself. However, it

can also be said that his dream to shut out the outside world has been, in-a sense, realized.
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L2 LToddDNbNANE 7o 72Tonyd AR
RBIZHAR G B G2 oD e ) LEERTH
%o Tonyld ™4 7 M) 7N 2 # F 4GOI
R TV, RURNGAETGA TonyDBAHZZ -
7D THAH, FidHettonZ 55 ) BF I TR
NELZETHY, GHVPTOELIEET HRF
EFHOTWVWBRLEWVWHIHATH- 2" LM LED
320tk o4 F1) A TN b2, Hetton&
V) NEEREEDIIE. BRPSR - TL BE
R TR N 42 DB ZEAI ) WS VLo
oS ThAHW F/TonyHED EAZ T #HLD
FEDZRIBRANYWTH o720 720 ToddiZvE N 3CH
ELTHEETWS, iETonyllHHh > T, D
H-) OREERZIEDPOBEOEIEH I L &1L
2 5o “You realize...that they would do noth-
ing without my authority. They regard
themselves, quite rightly in many cases, as
(212) £ HIT %0 MRIZZ DM
TonyDPER-FXEE L TERL TW/I-DOTH
%o

Tonyld K25 HHKHHS [HettonllJREHZ &
Ak v ) M 4 F 2 TDickens % Bt
LTW72725 98 Ld LSRRI A H D
L EMNT 4 7 N TRIROREDOEIEE - 72
DTIhb, EBTonyd Hetton THER T2
LTwiaZ ez BuwiHEid, Littlewood sk~ %
£ 912 “His [Tony's] fate at the hands of Mr

Todd is merely a confirmation of the part that

my children”

has been his from the beginning. Reading Dickens
among savages is a sardonic image of what
Tony has been doing anyway in his attempt
to maintain Hetton within the context of

contemporary society. " 7o/ E R 515

9o F7:DickensHh 7 4 7 N TEHAOHEIE & b
W) REPHZFH TR TH -7 2 EET
HE, BARZ EIZTonyld )@ 2 XELHETICR -
7eDTIE RN EBRZHDTH 5 HHALTH
b wgns, BHofhoE ) R THEALLL
W) ZEIZHBDEDTIERVIES S Hy

= - =]

Hetton|Z# T H 725 &I “ANTHONY
LAST OF HETTON. EXPLORER . “Born at
Hetton, 1902 Died in Brazil, 1934" &#Eh
TWw/z, HettonTEL T I LIZETZELTW
72Tonyll & T [#IREK] LFESINLZDIEFZEZE
D2 L7259 ToddDFRTORPIZ—FRIE
bW Tonyll & » TIFFIZHARLEHFD LI
Wb L, HERBELHADESLLEEL T
72REFRDOTHLE, L LIEDZOEHOEMIC
o AH LN EEZ PR ENTWA, John
Andrew !X HettonZ fk B> O & 5T, Brenda
IR 2 A TAEEICH E D5 72D TH S, John
AndrewH =< % o TH & % <. HettonZ i Tw
{ &5 9 BrendallTonyld “We are both young.
Of course, we can never forget John. He'll
always be our eldest son, but...” (123-24) &
ROF%b L&) EIRDNPT, LA LBrendaldTony
Z¥H Y “Don't go on, Tony, please don't go on”
(124) £ Fv, Tony & iz FEZSRGDEZESRT
5o

R Tony L FT AL O E OB A L Cnizdo
72DTH 5D, HidHettonz H1lo & L7-H D it
RULPEERV, BINO S LTI RABORLX]
HTiZHetton 2 2 BT THB Y, HHALR

“The City is served” (203) &L HIFH6N 5,
GEHOCHTOWMZEZ FTETFEER LI E L
HBTF S D7z DHetton > H i < BEN 75T TTodd
WINDRTLES72DTHLH, LIALEREZ L
ZRIEEE LTy s 7 M) TIRROAR %
ToddDRTEBLIZEBEZLDTH 5,
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