.=
Yot
H:C:n%

A EBRIE IR %295 2007

IRHEFICBITARBIZLAEEOEEMRIIOWT
— HRABEEROEBEF 24 OBRBICHT2E 2 M D —

ek AF—RR

The Significance of Education Through the Environment
in Early Childhood Education -

Based on the transition of kindergarten education guidelines and
Dewey’s way of thinking about the environment

Ken-ichiro MITSUNARI

SUMMARY

Even in the revision of the kindergarten education guidelines in 1998, “education through

environment,” which was the point as the basis for the previous education guidelines, was

succeeded. The “education through environment” is not a process to emphasize teachers’ guiding

through directly offering a helping hand, but an indirect education to facilitate infants involving

in the environment by themselves, while purposefully arranging the environment surrounding

the infants. The word “purposefully” means the assessment and prediction of teachers on the

involvement and behavior of infants. It does not mean adapting the involvement and behavior

of the infants to the assessment and prediction of the teachers. The environment here could be

improved by teachers’ efforts or enthusiam to make it better. Establishing environment means

a comprehensive action, where the planning and enthusiasm of teachers have been combined

with the independence and activities of infants.
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