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Research for prevention of pneumonia during disaster in
nursing facility in the area that was occurred the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
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SUMMARY

The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake occurred in Japan on January 17, 1995. We report on
disaster prevention that includes oral health in nursing facilities in Kobe city and Awaji Island.

Although more than twenty years have passed since the earthquake, nursing facilities in the area have
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not been successful in preventing pneumonia during disasters. Therefore, to prevent pneumonia during

disasters in nursing facilities, we have to build a system whereby we can obtain several professional

volunteers or support for welfare evacuation centers for vulnerable people immediately after an

earthquake has occurred.

Key words: disaster-related death, pneumonia, pneumonia in disaster, oral care, welfare evacuation

center for vulnerable people
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